Taking a Stand

Controversial issues in American federal government
Assignment:  Part A) Choose one of the following articles.  Read the informational text.  Then, using evidence from the text, evaluate the article’s question.  This is no simple assignment.  Thorough analysis and evidence is expected in this formal essay.  Review the informational options.  There are many related articles for each topic.  Record information relevant to your stance.  Stay organized and take notes as you read.  Remember that the assignment is to “Take a Stand.” Students must choose a side to defend and back it up.  No citations are required, but quotations are strongly suggested.
· Article Option 1- http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=000238
· Article Option 2 Should Euthanasia or Physician-Assisted Suicide Be Legal? http://euthanasia.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=000203
· Article Option 3-    Should felons who have completed their sentence (incarceration, probation, and parole) be allowed to vote? http://felonvoting.procon.org/
Part B) The essay must also contain information about federalism.  All of the above topics are related to at least one of the following:  Supremacy Clause, Full Faith and Credit Clause or the Elastic Clause.  The topics are also subject to the Expressed, Implied, Concurrent and Reserved Powers.  Make a connection to at least one of the powers as well.  This is not only an essay about opinion, but of analysis of government responsibility.

Minimum Requirements:  Two pages, 500 words, Three Paragraphs, 12 pt. font, Double-spaced
Look closely at the attached rubric.  Make sure that your ideas are complex, organized, supported and thoroughly analyzed. 

NAME: ____________________________________________Date:__________________Class:_________

10.W.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly. 
10.W.9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

	
	Above Proficient
	Proficient
	Below Proficient

	Contains complex ideas
(Logic/Beliefs)
	10               Ideas within the writing go beyond the course content.  Concepts are unique and thoughtful.
	7                  Ideas within the writing meet the course content.  Concepts are somewhat unique and thoughtful.
	4                Ideas within the writing do not meet course standards.  They are too simple and/or irrelevant.

	Conveys information clearly
(Organization)
	10                Information is presented in a clear, organized, and interesting manner.  The writing is informative and engaging.
	7                   Information is clear and organized.  Writing is easy to follow.
	4                 Information is confusing and unorganized.  Writing is difficult to follow.

	Analyzes information clearly
(Class Information)
	15                     Multiple sources of Information are analyzed clearly.  Deep understanding is evident.
Correct clause is connected and analyzed thoroughly.
	10            A main source of Information is analyzed.  Student exhibits understanding of the content.
Correct clause is mentioned.
	5               Information is not analyzed clearly.  Deep understanding is not evident. 
Incorrect or lacks mention of clause. 

	Draws evidence to support analysis, reflection, and research
             (Validation)
	15        Connections are made between class content and other subject areas. Evidence is used to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Correct power is connected and analyzed. 
	10            Evidence from course content is used to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
Correct power is mentioned.
	5                  Little or no evidence is used to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Incorrect or lacks mention of power.
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